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Mary is old and watched by three men, Paul, 
Marcus and John, who are determined to shape 
the story of her son. They want what is written to 
define the future. Mary wants only to recount what 
she witnessed and knows to be true. 
The opera unfolds inside her memory. Past and 
present coexist, often without clear boundaries, 
as performers move in and out of roles. What 
emerges is a struggle between lived experience 
and the versions others seek to fix in words. The 
Gospels were written years after Jesus’s death, 
shaped by memory and the demands of narrative 
rather than direct eyewitness record. Testament 
imagines a figure who was there, who saw and 
remembered.
 
Beginning with the raising of Lazarus, Mary recalls 
her son’s life, his followers and a wedding where 
miracles are accompanied by ominous signs. 
Her memories move inexorably towards the 
crucifixion.
 
Mary describes the physical reality of the 
execution and, strikingly, how ordinary life 
continues around it. She does not remain until 

the end, something she still struggles to face. Her 
account offers no easy meaning or resolution, 
only the jagged truth as she experienced it. 
The men insist that her son’s death brought 
redemption and eternal life. Mary rejects their 
attempt to transform suffering into salvation. For 
her, it cannot be justified: it was not worth it. 
As time and place dissolve, Mary is left with 
memory, loss and the limits of language. Sound 
and structure fall away, and the work ends in 
stillness.

Testament was commissioned by Irish National 
Opera and first performed on 24 July 2026 at 
the Bailey Allen Hall, Galway as part of Galway 
International Arts Festival. Irish National Opera 
gratefully acknowledges the late Timothy King, 
whose generosity supported the commissioning 
of the work. The development of this opera was 
also supported by The British Council. 
Published by Novello and Company Limited.
 

Thursday 8, Friday 9
&  Saturday 10 October 7:30pm

Duration: 1 hour and 20 minutes with no interval

Irish Sign Language interpreted performance:
8 Oct 
 
ISL Interpreter:
Caoimhe Coburn Gray

A Note on the Performance:

Dates & Times:



Irish National Opera (INO) is Ireland’s largest 
opera company, delivering vibrant, ground-
breaking opera of exceptional quality with wide 
national reach. INO is committed to making 
opera accessible and engaging for all, regularly 
staging large-scale productions in Dublin, 
Cork and Wexford, and touring to venues of 
all sizes across Ireland and internationally. The 
company showcases world-class Irish opera 
singers alongside guest artists from around 
the globe. With a long-term commitment to the 
development of a strong, sustainable opera 
ecology in Ireland, INO fi nds, nurtures and 

develops talent across all areas of their work. 
Through innovative programming and community 
engagement, INO works with people of all ages 
and backgrounds and creates transformational 
social impact to support the next generation 
of outstanding talent that is representative of 
modern-day Ireland. 

Irish National Opera is funded by
The Arts Council/An Chomhairle Ealaíon and  
receives support for international tours from 
Culture Ireland.  
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