DUBLIN
THEATRE
FESTIVAL

Alaa Shehada

The Horse
of Jenin

Dublin Municipal Theatre at Smock Alley

24 Sep-11 Oct 2026 18 days of unmissable theatre,
dublintheatrefestival.ie all around Dublin.



Credits:

Writer and performer: Alaa Shehada
Co-writer and comedy consultant: Sam Beale
Music: Remy van Kesteren, Khalil Al Batran
Masks: Den Durand

Dramaturgy: Maarten Bos

Lighting Design: Lily Dawford

Mask Technique: Troupe Courage

Producer: Qasim Salam



A Note on the Performance:

The Horse of Jenin tells a universal story of
resilience and imagination. This show combines
storytelling, mask and stand-up comedy to
explore the everyday life of a boy growing up in
Jenin in Occupied Palestine, who, like every child

in the world, just wants to play and have fun.

Following a major invasion in 2002, a German
artist travelled to the city to create an artwork
with the kids of Jenin. They built a horse, five-
metres tall, out of metal and debris from the
invasion. The people of Jenin placed this statue in
the centre of the city where it stood for 20 years.
In October 2023, an Israeli army bulldozer entered
the camp and the horse was ripped from its place.
In this solo show, explore what happened to the
Horse of Jenin with a powerful mix of imagination

and comedy.

Dates & Times:

24 & 25 Sep, 7.30pm
26 Sep, 2.30pm & 7.30pm

Irish Sign Language interpreted performance:
26 Sep, 7.30pm

ISL Interpreter: Vanessa O'Connell



About the Company:

Alaa Shehada is a Palestinian theatre maker
whose work blends physical comedy, storytelling,
stand-up and mask performance. A graduate

of The Freedom Theatre Acting School in Jenin
Refugee Camp - an institution nominated for the
Nobel Peace Prize in 2024 - Alaa's award-winning
performances amplify Palestinian experiences on

global stages.

The Horse of Jenin, his “funny, haunting coming-
of-age tale” (The Guardian) has received
international critical acclaim. The show was
awarded The Scotsman Fringe First Award and
The Outwith Award for international talent at the
2025 Edinburgh Fringe Festival. In 2025, Alaa also
joined comedian Bassem Youssef on stage and
delivered a TEDx London talk alongside comedian

Nish Kumar.

Talking Theatre:
25 Sep, post-show. With Alaa Shehada.

Alaa is the co-founder and co-artistic director of
the Palestine Comedy Club, a pioneering platform
for Palestinian comedians to share their stories

and culture
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